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Report bares Russian efforts, Trump tactics 


Mueller’s probe leaves no doubt Kremlin 
orchestrated effort to sabotage election 


On obstruction, inquiry says 
‘no person is above the law’ 


By MICHAELS. SCHMIDT 
AND CHARLIE SAVAGE 


By MARK MAZZETTI 
Inside: Conservatives 
SUING MICHAEL CAPUTO, 
ACCUSING HIM OF SERVING AS 
STONE’S MOUTHPIECE.’ PAGE A4 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - Robert 
Mueller revealed the scope of a 
historic Russian campaign to 
sabotage the 2016 presidential 
election in a much-anticipat- 
ed report made public Thurs- 
day, and he detailed a frantic 
monthslong effort by President 
Trump to thwart a federal inves- 
tigation that imperiled his presi- 
dency from the start. 

Mueller, the special counsel, 
laid out how his team of pros- 
ecutors wrestled with whether 
Trump’s actions added up to a 
criminal obstruction-of-justice 
offense. They ultimately chose 
not to charge Trump, citing nu- 
merous legal and factual con- 
straints, but pointedly declined 
to exonerate him and suggested 


to go back on what he told inves- 
tigators. 

But Mueller, in a report re- 
leased Thursday, declined to 
reach any conclusion about 
whether Trump illegally ob- 
structed justice. Citing a Justice 
Department view that sitting 
presidents cannot be indicted, 
the special counsel said it would 
be inappropriate to analyze the 
evidence while Trump is in of- 
fice and busy running the coun- 
try because it would be unfair to 
accuse him of an offense with- 
out giving him an opportunity 
to clear his name in court. 

Mueller’s rationale for demur- 
ring for now stood in stark con- 
trast to Attorney General Wil- 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - Robert 
Mueller laid out roughly a dozen 
episodes that revealed that Pres- 
ident Trump was intent on us- 
ing his position to protect him- 
self and his associates from the 
investigation into links between 
his campaign and the Russian 
government’s covert operation 
to manipulate the 2016 election. 

Mueller, the special counsel, 
relied on statements from the 
president’s own advisers to detail 
how Trump tried to install loyal- 
ists atop the Justice Department 
to oversee the inquiry, fired the 
head of the FBI and even encour- 
aged the top White House lawyer 


it might be the role of Congress 
to settle the matter. 

The report laid bare that 
Trump was elected with the help 
of a foreign power, and cataloged 
numerous meetings between 
Trump’s advisers and Russians 
seeking to influence the cam- 
paign and the presidential tran- 
sition team — encounters set up 
in pursuit of business deals, pol- 
icy initiatives and political dirt 
about Hillary Clinton, the Dem- 
ocratic candidate for president. 


New York Times 


“This is terrible ... This is the end of my 
presidency.” — President Trump, quoted in 
report after learning of Mueller’s appointment 


See Obstruction on Page A9 See Mueller on Page A9 


Man gets 
41 months in 
extortion tied 
TIN to girl, 13 


Plot stretched from 
Lackawanna to Yemen 


Pancho Billa, behind the mask: 
pain, strength, unwavering passion 
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COMMENTARY By PHIL FAIRBANKS 
OUSTON - The NEWS STAFF REPORTER 
tweet came within From halfway across the world in 
minutes Wednesday Yemen, Yousef Goba demanded ransom 


of the release of the 
2019 National Football League 
schedule for the Buffalo Bills, 


which left Pancho Billa in a 
celebratory mood. 
In a showcase game, the 


Bills travel on Thanksgiving 
Day to play the Dallas Cowboys, 


a team beloved to Pancho’s 


father and his oldest brother 


in Texas. A guy emblematic 


of Bills fans everywhere was 
having a lot of fun responding 


to this one. 


It will be, he exulted, a “@ 
PanchoBilla party.” For almost 


14,000 Twitter followers, it 
seemed like more jubilant 


#PanchoPower bravado from 
the sombrero-wearing icon in a 
luchador mask whose face now 


adorns socks, flip-flops and 
shirts, a guy working on his 
own children’s book. 

Yet Pancho Billa is a 


character that Ezra Castro plays 
in stadium parking lots. Few 


see the Castro who woke up 


Tuesday to what he calls the 
“morning crud” at M.D. Ander- 
son Cancer Center in Houston, 


where he came out of sleep 
into overwhelming pain. 
His longtime companion, 


Veronica Borjon, wrapped him 


in her arms, the room half- 


shadowed in the morning light. 
Every night, Castro curls into 


a shape meant to diminish the 
searing hurt, before he sleeps. 
His body locks into that position, 
which only guarantees what he 
must face just after dawn. 

Castro was wrapped in a 
Buffalo Bills blanket, a team 
banner on a wall. By day, he is 
a 39-year-old mortician from 
Dallas, a native of El Paso 
intensely proud of his Mexican- 
American heritage. 

On autumn weekends, his 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAMES 


identity merges with the Bills. 
He has a 400-pound alumi- 
num bison in his backyard. 
Mexican “sugar skulls” 
decorated with Bills logos 
dominate his living room, not 
far from a gleaming oak casket 
he rescued from his workplace 
that he and Borjon turned into 
an entertainment center. 

If that public image 


See Ezra on Page A6 
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Pancho Billaisa 
character that Ezra 
Castro plays in stadium 
parking lots. Few see 

the Castro who woke up 
Tuesday to what he calls 
the “morning crud” 

at M.D. Anderson Cancer 
Center in Houston, 
where he came out of 
sleep into riveting pain. 
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for a 13-year-old girl from Lackawanna. 

But Goba insists he never intended 
to actually to kidnap the girl, and his 
only motivation in making the threats 
was to collect money he thought he 
was due. 

On Thursday, U.S. District Judge 
Lawrence J. Vilardo sentenced Goba 
to 41 months in prison, saying, “I find 
the extortion to be a cruel extortion, 
but just that, an extortion, not a kid- 
napping.” 

The sentence ends a 4-year-old 
case that extended from Yemen to 
Lackawanna and included allegations 
that the girl was sold into marriage to 
an older man in Yemen. 

Goba, 44, a U.S. citizen living in Ye- 
men at the time, pleaded guilty to ex- 
tortion but stopped well short of ad- 
mitting any role in a kidnapping. 

On Thursday, his lawyer produced 
an email and letter from the Lacka- 
wanna girl, now 17, indicating she is 
happy in Yemen and was never mis- 
treated by Goba. 

In the email, the girl says she and 
her family were living with Goba in 
Yemen when the time came for her to 
go off on her own. She also denied be- 
ing married but said she has a baby. 

“She makes it clear, it was her deci- 
sion,” said defense lawyer Thomas C. 
Farley. 

Prosecutors believe there was a 
kidnapping and pointed to an FBI in- 
vestigation that suggested her letter 
and email may have been coerced. 

“We simply don’t know the envi- 
ronment in which she’s making these 
statements, whether it be under co- 


See Extortion on Page A3 
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